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	3/21/24   General Meeting, 9:45AM, First Parish Church, Weston
3/28/24   Deadline to signup for Overnight Field Trip
4/2/24    Design Workshop, 10AM, Weston Library
4/11/24   Membership Art Show,  First Parish Church, Weston
4/11/24   EVENING General Meeting, 6:45PM, First Parish Church, Weston
4/23/24   Spring Native Plant Garden Clean Up, 10:00AM  
4/24/24   Field Trip, Stevens-Coolidge House and Garden
4/25/24  Forbes Land Spring Cleaning, 10:00-12:00PM
4/26-28/24  Art In Bloom, Museum Of Fine Arts Boston
5/2/24    Annual Meeting, Weston Golf Club
5/18/24    Celebrate Weston  11:00AM - 3:00PM
6/6/24     Field Trip, Blue Stem Natives, Norwell, MA
6/22-23/24    Overnight Field Trip to visit Gardens in the States of NY and CT 

	MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT
We are very excited about our March program "Sustainable Floristry" featuring floral designs by Stacey Lee.  In preparation, we have had to make some adjustments regarding the Raffle.  Massachusetts has clarified that Opportunity Drawings are Raffles and require permits and additional financial accounting.  In light of this,  we are trying an experiment.  Everyone attending the meeting will receive one ticket for the drawing of the arrangements.  This will inncur a loss of fundraising revenue used for programming costs.  We encourage attendees to donate towards programming by adding contributions to the container that will be on the Check In Table.  
Hope to see you at Thursday's Meeting!
Holly Kulow and Elizabeth Eaton

	NOMINATING
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	Weston Garden Club will vote on the Slate of Officers and Budget for 2024-2025  at the Annual Meeting on May 2nd.
CLICK HERE for Proposed Slate Of Officers 2024-2025
Click HERE for Proposed Budget for 2024-2025
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	We are looking for volunteers to take a shift and help out at our table on the Town Green for Celebrate Weston on May 18th from 11:00 am - 3:00 pm. Our table will be giving away packets of seeds and offering “Ask the Gardener” for questions. 
Please let Holly Kulow know if you can lend a hand.  
Holly: 781-248-7217 or kulow5@gmail.com

	PROGRAM
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	Join us for our IN PERSON meeting
Guests and The Evening Group members are all welcome.
Location: First Parish Church in Weston Center
Thursday, March 21, 2024
We will begin the business meeting at 9:45AM followed by the presentation
Program: Sustainable Floristry by Stacey Lee
Stacy's Presentation will focus on flowers and foliage from local and American farms; the mechanics and armatures used to create large designs.  She will demonstrate how to use them together with new and innovative sustainable industry products.  A live demonstrations follows the lecture.
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	 CLICK HERE for the Slides from Greta Anspach, our February speaker 

	SHARE YOUR CREATIVE TALENTS AT THE
"Artistic Expressions: Membership Art Show"
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	Art By Claudia Krimsky

	Celebrate the arts by displaying a piece in the art show during the April 11th Evening Meeting. All WGC and WGC Evening Group members are invited to participate. 
Any subject welcomed - does not have to be botanical
Please email a photo of your piece with full description of your artwork along with the size and title to Ellen Touart-Grob (etouartgrob@gmail.com) and Claudia Krimsky (cjkrimsky@gmail.com) by April 4th. 
Pieces are to be dropped off at First Parish between 3:00-4:00 on Thursday, April 11 for display in the breezeway.
 All artistic mediums welcome: needlepoint, painting, small sculpture, fiber art, photography , poetry, etc.
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	Art By Claudia Krimsky

	CIVIC

		[image: A group of purple flowers

Description automatically generated]




	The photo shows some Weston Town Green crocuses heralding the arrival of spring.
The Civic Committee is planning to update the Trough with spring-blooming plants in time for Easter.

	CONSERVATION
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	Our Book Club met on March 14th to discuss Alfie & Me: What Owls Know, What Humans Believe, by Carl Safina. We appreciated his hopeful look at alternatives to philosophies that have placed civilization at odds with our environment.
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	Our Spring clean-up at Forbes is scheduled for Thursday, April 25, from 10-12  with Friday, April 26, from 10:00 -12:00PM as our rain date.
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	BLUE STEM NATIVES FIELD TRIP
We are excited to offer a field trip to Blue Stem Natives in Norwell on June 6th. We will leave around  9:25  for a 10:30 program entitled Climate Conscious Gardening: Building Sustainable Landscapes. We will then tour the nursery. Blue Stem is offering a 10 %  discount for WGC participants shopping that day. They expect to have from 200-350 native species at that time. We are looking for a place to stop for lunch in the area afterward for those interested. The cost will depend upon the number going, but right now is around $20 (not including lunch) and will decrease as more people sign up. Carpooling is suggested. Please contact Joyce Frank at joyceffrank@gmail.com if you have any questions.
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	DESIGN

	Design Workshop
Simplified Ikebana Style Arrangement: Less is More
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	Arranged by Jean Zhou

	Date: Tuesday, April 2, 2024 at 10:00AM
Location: Weston Public Library Community Room
Description: Learn to create a simplified Ikebana style arrangement using no more than two kinds of fresh plant materials. This workshop will prepare participants for the May Sweet Tray Competition "Spring Elegance."
Instructors: Jean Zhou (Ikebana Certificate Teacher) and
her teacher Dora Lee (Ikebana Sogetsu Rijis Teacher)
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	Arranged by Jean Zhou

	Cost: $30 per participant, including fresh plant materials.
Payment: Checks made out to "Jean Zhou" can be sent to
128 Rolling Lane, Weston MA 02493.
Container: Participants are encouraged to bring their favorite containers.
Some containers will be provided for borrowing.
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	Looking forward to seeing you there!

		  




	HORTICULTURE

	We had 5 exhibitors and 21 entries for our February Thrall Bowl competition. Yuko Kojima received 3rd place; Karen Morris won 2nd place; and Heather Mahoney took 1st place. Heather also received a "Best in Show" award for her  masterfully presented Begonia plant, "Sophie Cecile."
Special thanks and congratulations to each of February's Thrall Bowl entrants, facilitators, and judges who ensured a successful, fun and friendly competition. 
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	Best In Show: Heather Mahoney
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					First Place: Heather Mahoney
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					Second Place: Karen Morris
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	Third Place: Yuko Kojima

		  


















					Seed-Growing Challenge
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	Available Now! FREE organic Borage seeds to sow for the Seed-Growing Challenge Class for May's Thrall Bowl! If interested in participating, email Elizabeth Soares at elizabeth.p.soares@gmail.com for your free seeds!
About Borage (Borago officinalis)
Also known as the "starflower" or "bee flower," borage is an old-fashioned, fast-growing annual herb beloved by pollinators. Both the foliage and the borage flower are edible. Brilliant blue, star-shaped blooms lend a fresh cucumber-like flavor to ice teas and other drinks. Its leaves are best eaten when tender or cooked like spinach. Native to Syria and the Eastern Mediterranean. Size: 1-3ft tall, and up to 19" wide. Allow about 50-60 days until maturity.  Use the Internet to research how best to sow and grow. 

		HOW TO GROW BORAGE 




	HOSPITALITY
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	The Hospitality Committee will be providing delicious refreshments at our next meeting on March 21 with Beverly Dillaway in the Lead Hostess role along with her team of assistants. Please join us for what will be a terrific presentation and demo on Sustainable Floristry by Stacey Lee.  We look forward to seeing many members and guests at this meeting.

	LANDSCAPE DESIGN
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	The Landscape Design Committee is planning an overnight trip to visit great gardens in the State of New York and Connecticut on Saturday, June 22nd to Sunday June 23rd.  The gardens we are planning to visit on the first day include Wethersfield Garden and Estates (Amenia, NY) and Innisfree Garden (Millbrook, NY). We will stay overnight in Poukeepsie, NY. On the second day, we are going to visit special private gardens, which are open through The Garden Conservancy's "Open Days" Events that day:  Bunny Williams Garden (Falls Village, CT) and Brush Hill Garden (Washington CT)
Please hurry to sign up if you are interested in joining the trip and having fun together!
Deadline is March 28th
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	SPRING NATIVE PLANT GARDEN CLEAN UP
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	Please join us for the Spring Native Plant Garden Clean up on Tuesday, April 23rd at 10:00 AM. (Rain date will be Tuesday, April 30 at 10:00 AM.) In addition to cleaning up, we will be dividing, moving plants, and edging. Please bring your rakes, shovels, edgers and pruners. Also do not forget to bring your water bottles, gloves, hats and sunscreens. 
This will be an opportunity to learn techniques of garden maintenance, too. Your help is very much needed and appreciated!

	MEMBERSHIP

	On behalf of the entire membership, we are thrilled to announce that Marge Ackerman, Habib Rahman and Emily Wu have joined the Weston Garden Club as new active members.  They will be introduced at the General Membership Meeting on March 21st.  Please look for them and extend your welcome!    
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Marge Ackerman






			I am very happy to join the Weston Garden Club,  I have a life long interest in gardening and continue to enjoy learning more about the plant world. I'm especially interested in water conservation and information about appropriate plantings for our changing climate. Over the years, I've been very impressed with the gorgeous floral arrangements made by the Weston Garden Club members. I've also enjoyed visiting amazing gardens on previous garden tours. Due to other commitments, I was unable to attend meetings last year, but look forward to coming to the remaining meetings this year.
Marge Ackerman 
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Habib Rahman






			I have always loved to garden.  My father was an avid gardener, my mother spent whatever free time she had from her busy work schedule to spend time in our garden.  I have fond memories of childhood days in Dhaka (Bangladesh) watering the plants with a garden hose.  I also remember the time I did something naughty – I sprayed the beehive that was behind a large creeping plant clinging to the brick wall of our garden.  The bees attacked me and I let out an animal howl. I felt a burning pain from the multiple stings over my ear, neck and face.  This was over half a century ago.  I still remember it vividly.
For years we have had a small garden at our home in town.  When our kids were small, I vowed every spring that I would spend time teaching them gardening and spend time mowing, weeding, and watering the plants. Pipe dreams. We did not have a sprinkler system at that time. We do now, although after attending a few Garden Club meetings, I am having second thoughts. One year the miserable vegetable patch in front of my office (I work out of our home) looked so overgrown with weeds that my client went out and cleaned it up while I worked on his tax return.  He knew what he was doing.  He teaches gardening to students in the North Shore.  It was a barter arrangement for my services that year.
I have a lot to learn from the members of the Club.  They seem to be not only very knowledgeable but also very friendly.  The snacks served at the meetings are scrumptious.  Frankly, I’m a bit intimidated.  Thank you for accepting me.   I am a slow learner but I am in no rush.
Habib Rahman
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Emily Wu 






			I'm reaching out to express my genuine interest in becoming part of the Weston Garden Club and my eagerness to dive into its activities. I'm drawn to the club's mission of promoting landscape design, floral artistry, and horticulture in our community.
Living in Weston, surrounded by sprawling landscapes and lush greenery, I feel a strong urge to enhance the beauty of our environment. While I may not be a seasoned landscaper or gardener, I understand the value of learning how to care for and embellish our surroundings. Transforming our landscapes not only adds to their visual appeal but also strengthens our bond with nature.
Beyond the aesthetics, I'm deeply passionate about utilizing local resources responsibly and nurturing our environment. I believe in the importance of learning about native plant species and sustainable gardening practices to build resilient ecosystems.
Our area is fortunate to be abundant in flowers, and I find great joy in incorporating them into home decor. With some previous experience in floral design, including a touch of Japanese-inspired arrangements, I'm excited to expand my skills and try out new techniques. I see floral arrangements as a beautiful way to express gratitude for the gifts of nature and to share special moments with loved ones.
Moreover, I believe that landscaping and floral design serve as expressions of our appreciation for nature and sources of joy within our community. I'm eager to connect with others who share this passion and contribute to the club's activities and projects, whether it's by participating in events or lending a helping hand in the garden.
In closing, I'm thrilled at the prospect of embarking on this journey of growth and learning with the Weston Garden Club. I extend my gratitude to the club for fostering a welcoming and inclusive environment over the years. I eagerly anticipate the opportunity to contribute to Weston’s vibrant gardening community.
Emily Wu















					EDUCATIONAL VIDEO
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	Get ready for spring by watching our floral design episode, 

Color Blocking with Carolyn.
Enjoy the yummy flowers!

		COLOR BLOCKING WITH CAROLYN 




	THE EVENING GROUP
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	Art in Bloom Field Trip on Friday April 26th at 9:30AM.  Julie Driscoll and Zhenya Mulroy will be designing an arrangement inspired by an early 13th century Korean celedon stoneware plaque with an inlaid design
Scout House Spring Cleanup -- join us participate on Wednesday April 24th at 6:00PM or Saturday April 27th at 8:00AM.
The Evening Group is seeking pictures of your Darwin Hybrid Tulips.  Got blooms?  Please snap a pic and send to Margo, margoflint215@gmail.com
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	Please visit the GCFM Website for updates
Click HERE for Lectures And Workshops















						EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES, WEBSITES AND LECTURES

	


The 2024 New England Fall Flower Show, sponsored by the Massachusetts Horticultural Society (MHS) will take place on Saturday, September 21 and Sunday, September 22, 2024 at the Garden at Elm Bank in Wellesley, MA. The theme, “Heritage and Hope” signifies how the show draws inspiration simultaneously from the nearly 200-year-old history of MHS and the legacy of the Flower Show as well as the limitless possibilities of the future.  

		INFORMATION ON 2024 NEW ENGLAND FLOWER FLOW 
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CELEBRATE
WESTON!

Saturday, May 18, 2024
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Music & Entertainment
Local Food

Festivities

Historical Exhibits
Games & Activities

Fun for All Ages

Admission is free!

Join us at Weston Town Center on Saturday, May 18% between
11:00 am - 3:00 pm (rain date Sunday, May 19") for a day full of fun!
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Celebrate Arbor Day! The Weston Tree Advisory Group presents

Peter Del Tredici, Amold Arboretum of Harvard University
Deeply Disturbed: Life on the Street

Weston Public Library
87 School Street, Weston, MA 02493

Thursday, April 25
630pm  Uightrefreshments
700 Lecture

800 Booksigning

Join us for a lecture by . Peter Del Tredic, noted urban ecologist and botanist. Dr. Del Tredici
Wil tackle the ssue of street trees, using historica, ecological, and horticultural perspectives to
assess the role that trees play in making cites more ivable for al their inhabitants. Using this
Integrated approach, he will cover the myriad of factors that influence the survival of trees in
urban and suburban environments, including soil compaction and pollution, tree selection,
maintenance, pests and pathogens and, of course, climate.

“This talk i free and open to the public. The evening will begin at 6:30 with light rereshments,
folowed by the lecture at 7:0. Copies of Peter’s book, Wild Urban Plants of the Northeast: A
Field Guide, willbe available for purchase; there will be a igning table afte the lecture.

Dr.Del Tredici has been a ong-time, active voice in horticulture, botany, ecology, and landscape:
architecture. He started his career as a botanist at the Harvard Forestin 1972, moving to the
‘Amold Arboretum of Harvard in 1979. He taught at the Harvard Graduate School of Design and
MIT Department of Urban Studies and Planning; he has lectured widely n the US and Europe,
and has authored more than 140 sclentfic papers and popular articls.

Corsponsors ofthe talk are Weston Tree Advisory Group, Weston Department of Public Works,
Country Garden Club of Weston, Weston Forest and Tral Association, Weston Garden Club.
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